
 
 

Y1 Autumn Term 1 Curriculum Map  

Our focus book this term is: 

Where the Wild Things Are — by  Maurice Sendak 

This story focuses on a young boy named Max who, after dressing in his wolf costume, wreaks such havoc through his household that he is sent to bed 

without his supper. Max's bedroom undergoes a mysterious transformation into a jungle environment, and he winds up sailing to an island inhabited 

by malicious beasts known as the "Wild Things." After successfully intimidating the creatures, Max is hailed as the king of the Wild Things and enjoys a 

playful romp with his subjects. However, he starts to feel lonely and decides to return home, to the Wild Things' dismay.  

Book 2—Why the Elephant has a Trunk.—A lovely traditional tale set in the planes of Africa. 

Literacy 

Create an annotated story map 
Write a character description 

Create a ‘missing’ poster 
Write a letter to the Wild Things 

Write a story based on The Wild Things 

Science – Identifying and Sorting Materials 

Key Knowledge and Skills to learn: 

 

To identify and sort a variety of common materials. 

To distinguish between an object and a material. 

To describe materials according to their properties. 

To carry  out an experiment to find out which materials are waterproof. 

To describe why some materials suit certain objects better than  others. 

Black History Focus; – Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale 

Key Knowledge and Skills to learn: 

To know where and when the Crimea War took place. 
To learn about the early life of Florence Nightingale 

To understand why Florence Nightingale became so famous. 
To learn about the early life of Mary Seacole 

To be able to explore what Mary Seacole did in the Crimea war to help the soldiers. 
 

Art/DT 
To create a collage based on the life of Mary Seacole, using different materials. 

RE 

What responsibility has God given people for taking care of 

creation? 

What did the story of creation teach us about the world? 

How do people treat God’s creation? 

How should Christians follow God’s instructions for taking care 

of creation? 

What would you like to ask God about creation? 

What does it mean for a Christian to be ‘Made In God’s Image’? 

How do Christians care for the people God created? 

Computing  

Internet safety  lesson—To be able to create, name and date my cre-
ative digital work. 

 
To be able to type on a keyboard. 

To be able to type symbols and save files. 
To be able to edit text. 

To be able to undo and redo using the keyboard. 
To be able to select and format text. 

Core Learning Skills 

Learning with Others 

PSHE – Healthy Body and Minds 

To be able to name the different parts of our bodies and  
describe what they can do.  

To know the correct words to describe the private parts of our 
bodies. 

To be able to explain why it’s important to look after our bodies. 

Maths 

Unit 1—Numbers Within 10 

Unit 2— Adding and Subtracting within 10 

Unit 3—Shape and Pattern 

 Reading 

It’s My Body by Louise Spilsbury 

Listening to my Body by Gabi Garcia 

The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley 

Spires 

Homework 

To be able to compare the UK with a 
contrasting country in the world—

Barbados 

Other 

Black History Month 

Possible Trips: Soanes Centre: Materials 
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Our focus book this term is: Where the Wild Things Are 

This story focuses on a young boy named Max who, after dressing in his wolf costume, wreaks such havoc through his household that he is sent to bed without his supper. 

Max's bedroom undergoes a mysterious transformation into a jungle environment, and he winds up sailing to an island inhabited by malicious beasts known as the "Wild 

Things." After successfully intimidating the creatures, Max is hailed as the king of the Wild Things and enjoys a playful romp with his subjects. However, he starts to feel 

lonely and decides to return home, to the Wild Things' dismay.  

Book 2—Why the Elephant has a Trunk.—A lovely traditional tale set in the planes of Africa. 

Science – Identifying and Sorting Materials 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills to learn: 

 
To identify and sort a variety of common materials. 

To distinguish between an object and a material. 

To describe materials according to their properties. 

To carry  out an experiment to find out which materials are waterproof. 

To describe why some materials suit certain objects better than  others. 

Black History Focus; – Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills to learn: 

 

To know where and when the Crimea War took place. 
To learn about the early life of Florence Nightingale 

To understand why Florence Nightingale became so famous. 
To learn about the early life of Mary Seacole 

To be able to explore what Mary Seacole did in the Crimea war to help  
the soldiers. 

 
Art/DT 

To create a collage based on the life of Mary Seacole, using  
different materials. 



Y1 Science Knowledge Mat—Identifying and Sorting Materials 

object 
A  thing that can be used. For example a door, 

chair, car, table are all objects. 

material Materials are what an object is made from. 

hard Not easily broken or bent. 

soft 
If something is soft, it is easy to cut, fold or 

change the shape of. 

stretchy 
Can be pulled to make it longer or wider with-

out breaking. 

shiny Reflects light easily. 

dull 
Doesn’t reflect light. Doesn’t look bright or 

shiny. 

rough 
If something is rough, it feels and looks uneven 

or bumpy. 

smooth Smooth objects have no lumps or bumps. 

bendy 
Bendy things can be bent easily into a curved 

or folded shape. 

waterproof 
If something is waterproof, it keeps water out. 

It keeps things dry. 

absorbent If something is absorbent, it soaks water up. 

transparent Transparent objects can be seen through. 

opaque Opaque objects can’t be seen through. 

Key Vocabulary Learning Link Backs: 
Do you remember looking at things you can see in nature as well as other things around you and 

thinking about whether they are the same or different? 

Sticky Knowledge 
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Y1 History Knowledge Mat —Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole 

History  The study of events that have happened in the 

past. 

Nurse  A person trained to care for sick people.  

Crimean war The Crimean war was a war that happened over 150 

years ago.  On one side was Britain, France and  

Turkey, and on the other side was Russia. 

Scutari hospital This is the name of the hospital that Florence 

Nightingale worked in during the war. She worked 

hard to make it a better place for the sick and 

wounded soldiers.  

ward A room in a hospital for patients to stay. 

splints A splint is a piece of equipment used to stop a body 

part from moving. 

conflict Conflict is another term used for war and fighting 

with others. 

Front line The frontline is a place where fighting takes place in 

a conflict. Many soldiers can be badly wounded or 

even killed. 

Victorian era The Victorian era was the time when Queen Victoria 

was the queen of the United Kingdom. It lasted from  

1837 to 1901. Mary Seacole and Florence  

Nightingale lived in the Victorian Era. 

United Kingdom The United Kingdom is made up of England, Wales, 

Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Key Vocabulary Learning Link Backs: 
Do you remember learning about the job of a nurse in Reception class? What do nurses do?  

Sticky Knowledge 

The world is made up 

of 7 continents:  

Asia 

Africa 

North America 

South America 

Antarctica 

Europe 

Australia  

We live in the United Kingdom, which is located here in the world. 

The Crimean War took 

place in Crimea from 

1853—1856.  This was 

over 150 years ago. 

It took place in  a part 

of the world called 

Crimea. 

This is Mary Seacole. She was a 

British Jamaican nurse. She was 

born in Jamaica in 1805. This was 

over 200 years ago. She died in 

1881, when she was 76 years old. 

She helped nurse soldiers in the 

Crimean war.  

This is Jamaica. It is an island 

near North America. 

This is Florence Nightingale. She was a 

nurse. She was born in Italy in 1820, 

which is over 200 years ago. She died in 

1910, when she was 90 years old. She 

also helped nurse soldiers in the Crimean 

war. She was known as The Lady with the 

Lamp because she used to carry a lamp 

around the hospital wards at night time. 
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RE 
What responsibility has God given people for taking  

care of creation? 
 

What did the story of creation teach us  

about the world? 

How do people treat God’s creation? 

How should Christians follow God’s instructions  

for taking care of creation? 

What would you like to ask God about creation? 

What does it mean for a Christian to be  

‘Made In God’s Image’? 

How do Christians care for the people God created? 

PSHE  
Healthy Body and Minds 

 

To be able to name the different parts of our  

bodies and describe what they can do.  

To know the correct words to describe the  

private parts of our bodies. 

To be able to explain why it’s important to look  

after our bodies. 

creation Christianity 

God  creator 

Bible  Old Testament  

Adam Eve 

care responsibility 

  Key Vocabulary   Key Vocabulary 

body healthy 

private  penis  

testicles vulva 

vagina similar 

different health 



Autumn —Maths Overview 



Autumn 1 —Literacy Overview 



Autumn 1 —Literacy Overview 



Useful Web links:  

BBC Bitesize—Mary Seacole 

BBC Teach—The Life of Mary Seacole 

BBC Bitesize—Florence Nightingale 

BBC Teach—Florence Nightingale 

The Most Magnificent Thing Story—link to materials 

Books to link to topics: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zns9nrd/articles/zjsxcqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-mary-seacole-video/zbphxyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zns9nrd/articles/znsct39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/true-stories-florence-nightingale/z68fcqt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw

